TRANSTEC 2010 PREVIEW REVEALS BIG BUSINESS AND TRADE OPPORTUNITIES FOR RUSSIAN AND FOREIGN PORTS INDUSTRIES
The impressive line-up of executive Speakers at the TRANSTEC 2010 Preview in St Petersburg, March 2010 reflected the importance of the TRANSTEC 2010 Exhibition and Conference organised for 5-7 October this year.

Addressing almost 100 guests from the foreign and Russian transport and trade communities the Panel Chairman Mr Oleg Terekhov (President of ASOP, the Russian Association of Commercial Sea-Ports) stated.

“The TRANSTEC Exhibition, organized in Russia since 1994 has become one of the most significant events with direct influence for the development of the transport system of the whole Euro-Asian Continent.
The TRANSTEC topics hit directly the task of the development of the trade between Russia, European Union and Asia. For example, the realization of the project of the North Transport Corridor, supported by European Union, will benefit the creation of the united transport system of ports and infrastructure of Russia and North Europe. The participants of the project include some 20 participants from different countries including Russia (Murmansk, Arkhangelsk, Yamalo-Nenets Region) UK, Iceland, Greenland, Norway

Another priority topic is to develop North-South transportation via sea ports and inland waterways and the creation of the new transport knot (cross-roads) of transportation between the EU and South-East Asia on the Russian Black Sea coast near Rostov-on-Don

Russian sea ports process 60% of the export-import cargo flows of Russia, now the port transportation volume has increased 3.5 times comparing with the year 1990. Total cargo turnover of Russia actually puts Russia on the 8-th place in the world in cargo flow figures. By 2015 Russia will increase cargo flows another 1.5 times

ASOP sees the TRANSTEC Exhibition and Port Conference as a platform for the cooperation with International Association of Ports and Harbors and the European Sea Port Organisation and appreciates their support of the Event produced by the Secretaries General of these distinguished Associations as well as with direct participants from port industry and port equipment production. TRANSTEC is the venue to develop cooperation between the major Russian and International Ports”

 Mr Terekhov was joined on the Panel by Mr. V. Zubkov, SOROSS, Union of Russian Ship-Owners who summarized the view of his Union in his presentation. 

“The TRANSTEC concept and conference discussions involve the direct influence of port operations and infrastructure on sea, river, road and railway transportation development.
SOROSS Union of Ship-Owners proposes the Exhibition and Conference should also address the topics of the modern technologies of cargo processing and services in ports which will accelerate the time of the cargo processing to and from ships in the ports. 
SOROSS is interested to welcome international participants displaying modern international technologies of such cargo processing which are already developed in major international ports.
One important problem is the cooperation and integration of different types of transport sectors in transport knots and multi-modal transportation. We have to develop ports to reduce transport costs which now represent 10-15% of total operational costs
The Russian and international shipping fleet is technically more developed than the ports infrastructure, technologies and equipment. Russian ports with international cooperation should improve their services to meet the demands for different vessel types of the latest modern generation.

Port services and port operations at international technical and management levels is a key task for this.
SOROSS is interested that major Russian and international Port Users including Owners and Producers of cargoes and other Transport Operators e.g. Rail, Road, Air, Logistics should join the Exhibition along with Shipping Companies such as SOVCOMFLOT, Maersk Line, Orient Overseas Container Line, Hanjin Shipping Ltd, China Ocean Shipping Company who may share their experiences of global port services with domestic Russian companies.

SOROSS proposes to invite their valued Port partners to the TRANSTEC Programme including the Ports of Kotka, Hamburg, Rotterdam, Ningbo (China) to discuss their experiences in the technical services and future cooperation with Russian ports and ship owners”

The Panel also welcomed Mr N.G. Smirnov, President of the Association of Inland Waterways Shipping Companies who had announced in his Letter of Invitation to the TRANSTEC 2010 Event: 
“Russia has the world’s largest system of inland water-ways, the European part of Russia alone has deep water inland waterways systems with 6,500 kilometers length with potential for more efficient operation following the future opening of Russian inland waterways to ships flying international flags.
About 10% of international cargo flows will be realized via this system.
 The Government of RF Programme for development of inland waterways 2010-2015 approves the decision to develop the transport infrastructure of inland waterways and for the reconstruction of areas which now impose limitations on the increased capacity of cargo flows. This will allow unified dimensions for the inland waterways which are considered as international transport waterways and also provide reduced transport expenses to the trade market.
The TRANSTEC Exhibition and “Future of Russian Ports” Conference will increase the attractiveness of the Russian transport system and promote the development of Russian inland and short sea shipping fleet operations as a part of transport and transit potential.
Such a Forum will promote the development of the big investment projects in inland waterways with international significance and will renew the cargo and passenger transport fleet and accelerate development, construction and reconstruction of the river and river-mouth port infrastructure and also safety in inland waterways”
During his presentation to the TRANSTEC Preview Mr Smirnov also identified the needs for major dredging projects and underlined the future potential of inland waterways for large scale carriage of container traffic.
Other distinguished Speakers included Ms T.I. Chekalova, Secretary to the Maritime Council of the Government of St Petersburg who delivered the Message of Support for TRANSTEC from the Minister of Transport of the Russian Federation, Mr I.E. Levitin.  
“The TRANSTEC Exhibition organized in St.Petersburg- the Maritime Capital of Russia- every year becomes the more popular platform to demonstrate modern technologies of transportation, the possibility to attract greater transit cargo flows, new projects for the reconstruction and modernization of the transport infrastructure of Russia with the increasing involvement of national and foreign investments.
 The Second International Conference "Future of Russian Ports" will benefit the development of the potential of Russia in sea transportation as the important element of the foreign trade and international economic cooperation and will give to participants the possibility to discuss hot issues of transport and logistics cooperation.
Signed: I.E. Levitin, Minister of Transport

Moscow, 4th March 2010”

Other senior members of the Russian transport industries and administrations contributed Key-Note presentations. Mr O.V. Bely, Director of the Institute of Transport Issues of the Russian Academy of Science emphasized the importance of a harmonized strategy for transport development.

Vital questions regarding Port Design, Port Technical Equipment also the over-riding significance of maintaining Safety and Security Standards were raised by the LenmorNIIproject JSC State Institute for Port Development also by Mr Michael Sokolov, Director of Occupational Safety and Health at the Central Institute (CNIIMF) on behalf of the International Labour Organisation, ILO (UN).

Mr I.I Kostylev, President of the Makarov State Maritime Academy and Director, SOROSS, Union of Russian Ship-Owners stressed the absolute requirement to nurture and protect our most valuable asset-“Human Resources” 

Ms N. Yu. Malysheva of Port News Consult and “Rosmorrechflot” illustrated the importance of the development of the Transport Knots (Cross-roads) e.g. St Petersburg and Murmansk.  
Mr A.V. Riabinin, Head Engineer of LenmorNIIproject JSC State Institute for Port Development during his presentation welcomed the Ports Communities around the world to join the Celebration of the 125th Anniversary of the Institute during the TRANSTEC 2010 Exhibition Programme in October.

SUMMARY
THE TRANSTEC 2010 FOCUS

The TRANSTEC Programme is firstly and mainly a BUSINESS TO BUSINESS Event focusing exclusively on port and port-related transport industries. The Programme of Conference and Seminars will provide a three day Hub for commercial information exchange and the window to opportunities and challenges facing Russian sea and inland ports.

The TRANSTEC Exhibition offers a realistic opportunity for international producers of port facilities and operational systems / equipment to display their most modern products to the port managers and administrations from all regions of the Russian Federation, North, South, East and West.

The Exhibition Profile includes:

Port infrastructure, equipment and civil engineering to maximize port efficiency.

New container hubs for sea and river ports 

New bulk cargo facilities at sea and river ports

Port development to support the offshore energy activities in the Arctic, Caspian and Far East Regions.

Equipment for port transport links with railways, roads and airports

Port development in the Baltic Sea to support the North Stream energy pipeline

Port development in the Black Sea to support the South Stream energy pipeline

Dredging and improved seaway access

Increased cooperation with ports outside Russia e.g. Group of ports from Finland intend to exhibit

Handling equipment for container and bulk cargoes

Storage and refrigeration 
Intermodal handling 

BONUS PRESS OFFER TO TRANSTEC 2010 FOREIGN EXHIBITORS AND DELEGATES 
The TRANSTEC 2010 Programme Partner “Port News” Agency offers the foreign participants the possibility to allocate their Press Releases and Press Announcements to their electronic information systems of the Agency without additional costs.

The information, presented in English language will also be translated to Russian and will be placed on both the Russian and English websites.

The information should be sent to the email address: mail@portnews.ru
The Agency can also be contacted in Russia by the telephone number: + 7 812 570 7802
For more information and to participate in the TRANSTEC 2010 Programme please contact Dolphin Exhibitions with Email: info@dolphin-exhibitions.co.uk
30th March 2010
